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Mistaking  Soffragists'  Ciamor 

For  lilt  Sentiments  of  the  Majority, 
the  A\others. 


Tlicre  WHS  &  lifBriiig  retuiitly 
lie  fort  tllc  StiialB  judkiEiry  Coiii- 
iiiiduc  ill  oppoMlioii  lo  tlie  conciirreril 
TC-^u1uliori   propoiiUi^  amendment  to 

till:  con^liliil^oii  giviiifC  woLiicii  (Jie  nglit 
to  volt.  .A  tdimiiittCK  of  [iroiiiiiieiit  Ntiv 
York  \v(ni"-'ii  was  |>Tt:si:iil,  including  Mrs. 
F'^iiicis  M.  Scott,  ivift  of  lilt  corporation 
counsel  ;  Mm.  Doii^liiB  Kobiiisoii,  Mr^. 
Ridiiird  Will  son  Gildtt.  Misa  Eliiabutli 
Ward  niiii  I'rof.  Monro*  Siiiilli,  of  Co- 
luiiiliin  cullfgc. 

Mt^  I'rnilPis  M,  Sfoll  iiiiidi:  tlii;  jiriii- 
cipnl    ir(;uiin?iil,  dnriiiH  wliidi   she  siiid : 
"  Wi;  w.MiiLii,  mIio  iiri!  np)>ostd  to  IIib 
,-vl.;lisi<ii;    <ir  til.:   Mllfr.ij;!.',   U.ivc   ftll  tcill- 
A[riiiiii.'d  If"  ii|'f"-'iii   in.'f'i'rt  llii':  <:oTiimillL'i.-. 

U-Uiu^ld  lln-   k-yi-l  ■<■  iM.rh,-. 

to  bo  iliuk-r  u  iiiis;ip]?ri,'lu'nr.i"ii  I"  lliu 
Eittilildo  of  till'  miljcirily  of  our  .sis, 
toward  this,  oiil-  of  tlie  most  iiii|H>rtiiiit 
.'lOCial  uvuntH  of  till-  diiy. 

■'  Tlic  i|uc*tioii  of  tlic  riHljl  of  •iulTriige 
•  ..f  t.,    II...  i..,-i  Hi  j  -Ue^.^^—^ 

iiloiii:  liolds  111.:  pnwtt  to  t\lciid  lilt  nif- 
fniHt  iiliJ  fUi:  Olllv  jllNtifll'll  ill  OStflld- 
iiii;  ii  ..lull  li.:r  owii  iHUil  iiilcruils  CHU  lie 
scrv*:d  Ll.tr.'ln 

"  I  hurL' i>  :i  ri.liiidiiiiB  side  to  this  wliolt 
II  111- St  ion,  wliicli  is  Incilly  iivairtcii  in 
llitse  publii-  litiiriiiKs  lu-.  iitc  otlipr  more 
serious  view*  of  Uik  subject,  but  I  propo.sc 
lo  loiicb  on  Iwili, 

:'  We  ivoiiieti  nre  not  5tipi>os«d  lo  lie  bu. 
morons,  bill  even  Ibe  iimsl  serious  of  us 
are  otilliied  In  ^^mile  w'lieii  we  iisk  our- 
selves  ..lio  will  .lo  our  wt.rk  \illeo  ive  nre 
iloioj;  Uie  men'-  ? 

■TliL-  olmoiis  rei)l>  lo  tbnl  is  tbiit  nil 
wiiieii  will  not  iiil.)  pi)liliciil  life  if 
Ibey  liiive  tlie  ballot,  any  luore  lliaii  all 
men  lio,  but  ns  nil  iiieii  iiiiiy  .iiid  UJiii ;  il 
is  II  iiiatler  of  clioice. 

"  LeBislnlioii  is  for  tile  iiuijorily  aud' 
tlic  oinjorily  of  woiiieii  aiv  uiotlicr^. 
whose  lienUU  and  slreo};'b  K'''''^" 
to  Ihc  Bliite  [lui;iiiB  their  l*-t  years,  only 
llirouHli  llie  iiiediiiiu  of  llio^*  lives  in 
wliose  preservnliim  and  upbriiiBiUf;  lies 
tbe  fiilure  of  our  country. 

■  11  is  UleM-  women  —  llie  ijie.it  iiiajor- 
ity_,vlKnii  we  yon  lo  pnltcl.  'Flie 

chivalry  of  men  beloiiKh  to  Uieni  ;  so  sure 
are  lboa.j.iidsof  them  Ibat  yOli  will  never 
place  the  burden  of  K'"''^"'""^"'  "P"" 
their  .sbonl.lei^^  Ihut  il  is  difficult  to  per- 
suade them  thai  tbcre  if  any  danger  of 
your  mistaking  the  clamor  oftlie  snlfriigials 
for  troth,  or  thai  llieit  still  .small  voice 
should  be  beard  above  llie  liiii. 

"His  true  thai  Inst  spring,  in  less  Ulan 
three  week.s.  withniit  .sol  ici  tali  on,  7,001 
names.  nciirl_v  Inilf  of  which  were  those 
of  sclf-^lipportiliK  women,  were  qollecleil 
and  sent  lo  the  constitnlioiiid  convention, 
to  prolesi  against  the  nuieiidineiil  you  are 
now  coiiRiileriiig,  liiil  I  cuiinot  give  yini 
an  ide.i  of  how  dilficull  it  iviis  for  uuiuy 
women  lo  giilher  snfficieiil  counge  even 
lo  pnl  their  nonici.  lo  a  public  paper. 

■'  They  coufcs-ieii  lo  n  struggle  before 
tbey  could  nuke  up  their  minds  to  cimiL- 
forimnl.  That  may  biivc  been  »  looli.sb 
feclii»i!-it  is  no!  for  me  to  criticize— il  i.s 
at  IcHst  one  which  most  women  uiider- 
slnnd.  These  women  do  nut  wjiiil  public- 
ity, Ibey  do  not  want  to  be  mise'l  u;.  in 
polilics,  llley  just  want  lo  lie  woineu 
aud  do  a  woman's  work,  nint  thev  ;ire  Ibe 
grciil  imijority  of  our  »e.\,  nil. I  ilu'\ 
should  be  tesjiecte.I. 

"Thin  (|uestioii  is  oflen  confounded 
with  tliHl  of  ths  higher  educiiiion.  lle- 
lieve  tlie,  they  ha\e  uotliinjj  whalevcr 
lo  do  with  one  anollicr.  Tlie  luillot  in 
it..:elf  is  uol  nil  edncalionnl  force,  ns 
j'ou  men  very  well  know,  nor  is  it  :i 
wand  with  which  to  turn  all  vilcne.t^ 
into  purily.  Il  is  .simply  11  part  o(  the 
uiachiuery  of  the  .stale,  a  very  cnni- 
licrsome  pari.  coslillg  an  enormous 
iitiiouiit,  liul  the  only  way  we  know  of 
giviog  lo  a  lew  representative  lueii  tin- 
power  lo  legislate  for  all.  The  laws  of 
the  slate  have  now  given  wouien  so 
much  that  any  iittcinpl  to  alter  her 
poiilion.  would,  in  the  cause  of  juslice, 
have  lo  begin  by  Inking  away,  not  -idd- 
iiig  to  her  rights.  To  nmiiy  yumig  anil 
cinolioiiHl  jivnioiis,  cliniigu  is  mi  sink  en 
for  progrcM. 

I  approach  the  .jue.-lion  of  morality' 
with  natural  lie^ilalujii-  [t  .in.l  our  ]>bv- 
sical  flisabililie>  are  the  points  I  .spoke 
of  earlier  sis  lieing  i>;n.>Ted  when  this 
.question  is  seriounly  iliscussed,  and  yjt 
.iiilos  cou^idereil,  Ihii-  (tucilion  cnniiot 
be  projierly  dealt  with. 

"Who  docs  not  rcnliit  tin;  present 
disinclination  for  motherhood  which 
j)Oises.sc.s  .so  many  of  our  j'ounger  geii- 
erulion,  ami  who  can  >ee  il  willioui 
alarm?  It  can  be  ttiiced  lo  this  unrest- 
ful  desire  for  life  outside  the  home. 
When  motberbooil  is  spoken  of  with 
conlenipl,  when  a  home  life  is  con> 
siilered  loo  linll  to  Ite  endured,  when 
the  aiiibilion  of  llie  intcllcctiinl  life  In- 
ciiiiics  so  warped  as  to  lie  ilissalisiieii 
with  j.ny  (jullel  hut  that  nf  public  life, 
wbal  is  III  liecoiii..  of  Un-  fiilnre  ? 

"Do  whal  lit  iua\.  -:iy  what  we  can, 
we  c.ninot  break  down  the  linrrier  of 
sex  which  indicnti^s    the    parting    of  the 

"  Dujld  up  the  wnll  of  the  law  nliout 
us,  seeking  inul  accepting  our  counsel 
meanwhile  ;  protect  the  homcf,  wbicb 
we  women  iilone  can  nuike  for  y.ui  , 
0[ieu  10  lis  every  door  f.ir  our  educaiion 
Olid  adv-nnceinenl.  but  do  not  put  ugioii 
Ihe  BlioulderB  of  wouicu  (he  muskets 
tliey  are  loo  weak  lo  carry,  nor  llie 
burden  of  the  gnvernuient  which  wa> 
constituted  to  protect  theui ;  do  not 
force  Ibenl  lo  underttike  an  inidiiE  share 
of  tile  world's  work. 

"  I  leave  Ihi.s  matter  in  yont  linnds, 
willi  confidence — I  aui  a  woninu.  spt;ik- 
ing  for  my  mIcuI  slstets,  appealing  to 
you  lo  leave  ii.s  Ihi-  liberty  mi-  migbl 
demand,  begging  yon  not  to  giie  vour 
snuclion  lo  a  rcl  .■ot;rL..v«i  1 1-  ailion,  liy 
breaking  .town  the  barrier  e\|ierience 
has  built  lielwecn  our  ^ex,  anil,  but  us 
yaw  go  on  Iwcoming  uobicr,  finer  men, 
carrying  on  llic  active  part  of  llie 
world's  work,  let  us  too  progress,  he- 
coming  every  ileciidc  abler  and  more 
iiilelleclmil  woimm,  tiuller  nnd  bctler 
fitted  to  help  uiid  counsel,  but  never 
your  rivols,  never  porlBSi-rs  in  llie 
engcr  strife  of  public  hfe." 


